
 

 

 
District 4 Joint Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) / Bicycle Advisory 

Committee (BAC) Meeting 

January 27, 2016 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM 

Meeting Summary 

  

BAC members in attendance:  

Matthew Bomberg, Alameda County Transportation Commission 

Adam Foster, Contra Costa County resident 

Gary Helfrich, Chair, Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition 

Bert Hill, San Francisco Bicycle Coalition 

Lauren Ledbetter, Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

Bruce “Ole” Ohlsen, Bike East Bay 

Mike Sallaberry, Vice Chair, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 

Jean Severinghaus, Marin County resident 

Richard Swent, Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition 

 

BAC members who participated via teleconference: 

Brad Beck, Contra Costa Transportation Authority 

Ryan Dodge, alternate, Solano Transportation Authority 

 

PAC members in attendance:  

Matthew Bomberg, Alameda County Transportation Commission 

Patrick Golier, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 

Carol Levine, Chair, Alameda County resident 

David Simons, Santa Clara County resident 

 

PAC members who participated via teleconference: 

Ellen Barton, San Mateo City/County Association of Governments 

Tony Dang, California WALKS 

Lauren Ledbetter, Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

Marty Martinez, Safe Routes to School National Partnership 

Mariana Parreiras, San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District 

Dana Turrey, Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

Non-members who participated in the meeting: 

Chris Lillie, Bay Area Toll Authority 



 

 

James Pun, HNTB 

Leah Greenblat, West Contra Costa Transportation Advisory Committee 

Maureen Gaffney, Association of Bay Area Governments – San Francisco Bay Trail 

Leo DuBose, Bike East Bay 

Robert Cronin, Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition 

 

Non-members who participated via Teleconference  

Dan Dawson – Marin County Public Works 

 

The following BAC members were not present: 

Eric Anderson, City of Berkeley 

Patrick Band, Napa County Bicycle Coalition 

Steve Beroldo, San Francisco Bay Area Transit District 

David Hoffman, Marin County Bicycle Coalition 

Diana Meehan, Napa Valley Transportation Authority 

Robert Tidmore, San Francisco resident 

 

The following PAC members were not present: 

Rocky Birdsey, Marin Center for Independent Living 

Steven Grover, Alameda County resident 

Kate Howe, Alameda County resident 

Steve Weinberger, Sonoma County resident 

 

Agenda Item #1: Welcome and introductions  

A quorum was present for both committees. 

 

Agenda Item #2 Agenda review  

 

Agenda Item #3 Public comment  

Jim Stallman made the following public comments and provided a handout to the Caltrans staff liaison 

regarding the following items: 

 MTC Resolution 3765, regional policy for accommodation of pedestrian and bicyclist facilities in 

transportation projects 

 A freeway project severed bicycle access across Coyote Creek as a result of converting O’Toole 

Avenue into a freeway off-ramp at I-880/Brokaw Road. Jim asked the BAC to consider this as a 

future item.  

 In Saratoga, the State Route (SR) 85 HOT project should include bicycle/pedestrian 

considerations by providing access that was severed by the construction of SR 85. 

 

Another member of the public informed the committee that Assembly Bill 1581, from 2008, called for 

bicycle detectors to be installed at all intersections, yet many intersections—including those managed by 

Caltrans—still lack these detectors. He requested that District 4 take inventory of what portion of its 

intersections do/do not comply with AB 1581. 

 

Agenda Item #4 Review and approval of summary of September 2015 District 4 PAC meeting summary 

The meeting summary was unanimously approved. 

 



 

 

Agenda Item #5 Review and approval of summary of October 2015 District 4 BAC meeting summary 

The meeting summary was unanimously approved. 

 

Agenda Item #6 Richmond-San Rafael Bridge Access Improvement Project Presentation 

Chris Lillie, project manager for MTC-BATA, gave a presentation on the project, which includes a pilot 

bike/pedestrian path on the upper deck of the bridge, separated from traffic with a moveable barrier, and 

permanent pedestrian and bicycle connection improvements at both ends of the bridge. Committee 

members expressed general support and enthusiasm for the project. There were concerns about closing 

the path during maintenance; members requested that closures be predictable, as rare as possible, and that 

users be accommodated either by temporarily narrowing the path, or by providing bus shuttles across the 

bridge. Committee members were also concerned about the ongoing use of the Sir Francis Drake flyover 

ramp as the bicycle route across I-580 into Marin. They requested a separated bikeway here. Chris said 

that other, longer-term solutions here are being considered, but they are part of a separate effort, in order 

to implement the bridge path sooner. 

   

Agenda Item #7 Report on new and updated Caltrans guidance and standards 

 Sergio gave a general overview of Design Information Bulletin 89 on Class IV Bikeway 

Guidance. The committees expressed support and excitement, and noted that the next step is to 

train local practitioners on implementation. Members requested that technical professionals be 

made available to present the guidance. Members also requested information on the ongoing 

update process and how to provide comments; some noted that the next version would need a 

description of ADA accommodations and bus stop treatments. They also mentioned that this 

guidance needs to be implemented into the vehicle code. 

 Sergio also provided information on recent updates to the Caltrans Highway Design Manual and 

the California Manual on Uniform Control Devices relevant to pedestrian and bicycle 

transportation. Committee members discussed the use of bicycle signal guidance. Richard 

requested clarification on the use of bicycle signals for leading bicycle intervals.  

 

Agenda Item #8 Updates 

 Sergio gave an update on the Caltrans District 4 State Highway System Bicycle Map, and noted 

that the first public review draft should be made available in the next few weeks. Maureen 

Gaffney from ABAG - Bay Trail requested that her group be on the review list. 

 Sergio provided information on the California State Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. Members asked 

about the purpose and objectives of the plan. Carol suggested that this topic be included as a 

standing agenda item for subsequent joint meetings. 

 There was discussion of the SR 37 Stewardship Study, Phase II. The Committees observed that 

all of the proposed alternatives would be a much larger footprint. Members asked if the study 

would consider whether to rebuild the highway at all, or rebuilt in this location. Jean Finney 

clarified that these options were not considered as part of the study. Members also asked about 

the accuracy of cost estimates, and whether congestion pricing would be considered. Jean Finney 

responded that there is an acknowledgment that the highway cannot be rebuilt without pricing, 

and that congestion pricing is part of the discussion. 

 Sergio also provided a brief update on the Bay Bridge West Span Path Study. 

 

Agenda Item #9 Topics for the next PAC meeting, March 23, 2016, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 Carol requested that staff check with Mariana (who was no longer present) about the BART 

Multimodal Access Study. 



 

 

 David asked for a discussion of pedestrian accommodations at diverging diamond interchanges, 

potentially related to a project alternative for the Mathilda Avenue Interchange Project at SR 237 

and US 101. 

 

Agenda Item #10 Topics for next meeting BAC Meeting, April 20, 2016 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

 Richard requested an update on the use of bicycle warning beacons on rural highways. Sergio said 

that he will check with Roland. 

 Bert mentioned that Sloat Boulevard (SR 37) will be repaved, and wanted to know if Stern Grove 

could be connected to a 20th Avenue bike route as part of the project. 

 Gary requested that more information be provided on the reasoning for the new HDM setback 

standard for Class I paths and whether it could be removed, as this standard is making some 

projects too expensive to construct. 

 The Committee asked whether some of Jim Stallman’s public comments should be addressed at 

the next meeting. Jim agreed to send Gary details and Caltrans staff can follow up with Lauren 

(who was no longer present). 

 Sergio brought up a set of recommendations previously approved by both committees for 

interchanges and intersection. Sergio will send out revised recommendations to both committees 

for approval via email and work with committee chairs to determine method of transmittal and 

recipients of these recommendations  

 


